
ARTS MENTORSHIP GRANT
HAIDA ART THRIVES AS TRADITIONAL 
TEACHINGS ARE PASSED ON

Our Arts Mentorship grants are designed to help emerging artists receive 
training and gain new skills from established artists. Mentoring usually takes 
place in an informal environment, like a studio, rather than a classroom. A 
mentor can be a trusted friend or teacher experienced in inspiring apprentices 
to develop their creativity. Mentors provide this expertise to less experienced 
individuals to assist them in advancing their careers, enhancing their 
education, and building their networks.

This summer, an Arts Mentorship grant is allowing Raven LeBlanc to learn 
new carving skills from Skidegate artist Cori Savard. Raven, who grew up in 
Skidegate, attended the Freda Diesing School of Northwest Coast Art and has 
previously apprenticed under Ben Davidson, explained in her application that 
although she has a good foundation in carving, she is hoping to refine her 
skills further by working with Cori over a period of several months.

“I have always admired Cori’s amazing skill as an artist,” Raven wrote. 
“Some of the carving projects I discussed working on with her are an Eagle and 
Dogfish mask and also carving paddles. Another skill I want to learn is relief 
carving, and one of the projects is relief carving designs on paddles.”

Cori, who was born in Masset and now lives in Skidegate, has taken design 
courses from Robert Davidson and has been apprenticing and working with 
artist Reg Davidson for the past eight years, developing her own style while 
staying true to the traditional Haida art form. In a letter to the Gwaii Trust 
in support of Raven’s application, Cori told us that she has been impressed 
by Raven’s willingness to learn and her commitment to her craft. These 
sentiments were echoed by Haida Gwaii Museum curator Nika Collison. Raven 
has worked at the museum and at the Haida Heritage Centre in a variety of 
jobs, and Nika wrote that “Raven is an exemplary young artist and heritage 
worker. This opportunity for her to mentor with Cori Savard is an important step 
in her continual growth as a Haida artist and scholar and is also an important 
contribution to the Haida Nation and greater Island’s community.”

Raven LeBlanc with a current work in progress
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our Arts Committee are enthusiastic about this mentorship opportunity, and 
we’re looking forward to seeing the artworks that develop.
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YOUTH BOARD
NEW YOUTH DIRECTORS NEEDED

Change is in the air at this time of year. This year’s graduating classes at 
GidGalang Kuuyas Naay and Gudangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay included several of 
our Youth Board directors. They are heading off to post-secondary education, 
which means we are now looking for new youth directors to represent Graham 
Island Central (Port Clements and Tlell) and Skidegate Band Council, as well 
as alternate youth directors for Graham Island North (Masset and Tow Hill 
community), Graham Island Central, Graham Island South, CHN Old Massett 
and Skidegate Band Council. 

Youth directors must be between the ages of 13 and 21, have an interest in 
youth initiatives, be computer literate, be willing to read and discuss funding 
applications, and be available for four to six meetings a year. Directors and 
alternates receive an honorarium for their time, and also receive a generous 
technology allowance. 

If this sounds appealing, youth are invited to apply via email to  
joey.rudichuk@gwaiitrust.com with a resume and a one-page cover letter 
outlining why you’d like to join the Youth Board. Application deadline is October 1.

HAIDA GWAII COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
CARL HART LEGACY FUND WILL BENEFIT YOUTH

Jim and Rosemary Hart have created the Carl Hart Legacy Fund in their son Carl’s memory for the benefit of Haida 
youth. Investment earnings from the Carl Hart Legacy Fund will be used to support youth-oriented programs on Haida 
Gwaii in perpetuity. Initially, this support will be directed to the Lepas Bay Rediscovery Camp. This program gives young 
people a chance to reconnect with the land, their culture and their communities.

The Legacy Fund will be managed by the Haida Gwaii Community Foundation, a Canadian charitable foundation 
established by Gwaii Trust Society. The endowment fund will be invested as a separate account in the Gwaii Trust 
investment fund. The Gwaii Trust has offered to match all donations to Carl’s Legacy Fund to at least $250,000. 
The fund has received over $50,000 in donations and pledges to date, which translates into $100,000. There is 
more information about Carl’s Legacy Fund – including information about how you can donate – on the Haida Gwaii 
Community Foundation section of our website.

Carl Hart. Photo by Cait Pilon
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You must have an interest in local youth initiatives, 
basic computer literacy, be willing to read and discuss 

funding applications, be available for four to six 
meetings a year, and be 13 to 21 years of age.

GRAHAM ISLAND NORTH
Alternate

GRAHAM ISLAND CENTRAL
Director and Alternate

GRAHAM ISLAND SOUTH
Alternate

AREA E SANDSPIT
Alternate

CHN OLD MASSETT
Alternate

SKIDEGATE BAND COUNCIL
Director and Alternate

WE’RE LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 
OUR YOUTH BOARD!

BY OCTOBER 1, 2018
For more info see gwaiitrust.com

 joey.rudichuk@gwaiitrust.com
    250-626-5139 

or visit either Gwaii Trust offices with a resume and a one page 
cover letter about why you’d like to join the Youth Board

The Gwaii Trust Society owns and 
manages a multi-million trust fund 
for the benefit of all the people of 
Haida Gwaii. Our volunteer board is 
made up of eight directors and eight 
alternates, representing the Haida 
and civic communities equally. Our 
board members are:

Chair: James Cowpar
CHN Massett: Robert Bennett/ 
Tyler Bellis
CHN Skidegate: Jason Alsop/
William Russ
Graham Island North:  
Bret Johnston/Lareina Grosse
Graham Island Central: 
Maureen Bailey/ 
Christine Cunningham
(Nominated for appointment)
Old Massett Village Council:  
Cecil Brown/Adeana Young
Skidegate Band Council:  
Billy Yovanovich/Ooka Pineault
Graham Island South:  
Clyde Greenough/ 
Devin Rachar
Area E: Warren Foster/ 
Laurie Chisholm



CONTINUING EDUCATION GRANT
EDUCATION GRANT INCREASED

Our suite of education grants includes bursaries for all students graduating from GidGalang Kuuyas Naay and Gudangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay, as well as 
substantial financial support for islanders of all ages pursuing post-secondary education. The board recently increased the maximum Continuing Education 
Grant to $3,750 a year, or a maximum of five courses at $750 per course, from the previous maximum of $3,000, and up to four courses funded. This grant is 
open to all residents of Haida Gwaii who have lived here for at least the past 24 consecutive months. For more information or to apply online, see the Continuing 
Education Grant section of our website.

MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS GRANT
NEW EQUIPMENT KEEPS FIREFIGHTERS 
SAFE IN SANDSPIT

The Sandspit Volunteer Fire Department embarked on a major project this 
year: replacing all personal protective gear for firefighters, and replacing all 
aspects of the department’s self-contained breathing apparatus filling system.

Fire department volunteers had been using personal gear (see photo at left) 
– including helmets, goggles, gloves, boots, flashlights and speaker-mics – 
that is well over 10 years old and worn out. Replacing it is vital for the safety 
of the volunteers. The volunteers will also benefit from the new filling system, 
which will replace a 20-year old compressor that overheats after several 
minutes of use, preventing the department from filling SCBA (self-contained 
breathing apparatus) cylinders in an emergency. As part of this project, the 
storage tanks and fill station are also being replaced.

The fire department applied for a $50,000 Major Contributions grant to help 
cover the $66,000 cost of new equipment, with the fire department covering 
the rest of the expense. The whole community will benefit from this investment 
in the emergency response infrastructure in Sandspit.

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE GRANT
SHIP JOURNEY TO HAWAII

In late March, a group from Skidegate Haida Immersion Program (SHIP) 
journeyed to Hawaii to learn first-hand about language learning on that island.

A total of 31 islanders flew to Honolulu, arriving at their hotel just before 
midnight. They first visited Waiau Elementary School, where they were 
welcomed by almost the entire school singing three songs in the Hawaiian 
language. The SHIP group also sang, then gathered to talk to the principal and 
faculty about how the Hawaiian language is taught, and how their curriculum 
works. There was a tour through the school, an assembly and more cultural 
sharing. “Sitting in the class and listening to these little kids speak nothing 
but the Hawaiian language was amazing and awe-inspiring for all of us,” 
the group wrote to Gwaii Trust after they returned home. “We are wishing and 
hoping that one day the Haida language will be like this.”

They also visited another K-12 language school, Anuenue School, and 
enjoyed a full-day tour of the island of Oahu.

The SHIP group received $250 per person from the Gwaii Trust’s Travel 
Assistance Grant to help with the cost of this major trip. Our most popular 
grant, the Travel Assistance Grant helps residents travel off-island for 
educational, cultural, sports, arts and seniors events. See our website for more 
details. Some of the SHIP group at Waiau Elementary in Honolulu. 

Top: Jennifer Dysart, Jason Alsop (Gaagwiis) and in the front are Laura Jormanainen 
(Sing.giduu) and Beatrice Harley (Ildagwaay).

Photo by Dana Bellis



VIBRANT HAIDA GWAII 
COMMUNITIES 
MASSET IMPROVES ESSENTIAL DRINKING 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

Masset residents will continue to have clean, fresh drinking water coming 
out of their taps for years to come, after the village undertook a major project 
to replace aging asbestos cement water mains with new PVC pipe.

Masset received a total of $373,218 in two Vibrant Haida Gwaii Communities 
grants, covering about 30 percent of the total cost. The balance of the funds 
for the $1.2 million project came from the federal/provincial Clean Water and 
Wastewater Fund.

The project involved digging up and removing approximately 1,800 metres 
of old water mains and replacing them with safe PVC pipe, which should last 
many years into the future. Associated couplings, valve clamps and service 
connections were also replaced. In the second phase of the project, taking 
place this summer, the dug-up roadways were restored by repaving. The 
project created several full-time temporary jobs, including local labourers and 
archeological monitoring staff.

“Fresh, clean water is essential to any community,” wrote administrator 
Trevor Jarvis in the village’s grant application. “Pre-empting a catastrophic 
failure of Masset’s water main infrastructure and ensuring the residents a 
steady and reliable source of water is one of the most important responsibilities 
of any municipality. With the help of Gwaii Trust and the CWWF, the Village of 
Masset will continue to provide its residents with one of the most basic needs 
of a community for years to come.”

Photo by Dana Bellis

Top: Sylvan Daugert, VOM Public Works Superintendent.

Right: Jordan Jones, CFI Surveyor conducting a field assessment to identify the 
presence of cultural features prior to work approval. Photo by Dana Bellis



COMMUNITY INNOVATION GRANT
SKIDEGATE TEAMS UP TO OFFER MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING TO ALL 
COMMUNITIES

The Skidegate Health Centre is organizing a series of islands-wide training opportunities that will see professionals and the general public gaining skills in 
mental health first aid and suicide intervention. The goals: increase mental health resources on island, support families dealing with mental health issues, and 
educate the public.

The first set of training opportunities took place in the spring of 2018, and more will follow this fall and winter. Organizer Karen Walhout of the Skidegate 
Health Centre explained in her application that an important aspect of the training is that sessions are offered in various communities, including Masset, Port 
Clements and Skidegate, and to a wide variety of islanders, including youth, teachers, health professionals and the public at large. Four local facilitators with 
special training – Dan Binnema, Janet Rigg, Emma Millson-Taylor and Karen Walhout – oversee the two-day sessions. Several organizations are participating: 
School District staff and students, Northern Health staff, Skidegate Health Centre staff, Masset Transition House staff, and the RCMP are all involved.

“This project contributes to the mental health of all islanders as it increases participants’ knowledge of signs, symptoms and risk factors of mental health 
problems, informs how to identify professional and self-help resources for individuals with a mental health problem and increases mental wellness awareness,” 
Karen wrote.

The Skidegate Health Centre received a $9,459 Community Innovation grant, which helped cover the cost of the workshop venues, catering, supplies, 
advertising, and accommodation. The total cost of this important project was around $37,000, with Northern Health, Skidegate Health Centre, and the First 
Nations Health Authority also contributing.

Skidegate health centre. Photo by Don Hancock

ERINN TAGGART
Erinn has just completed her 

final semester in the Medical Office 
Assistant program at Douglas 
College, with support from Continuing 
Education grants. Now working at 
the Vancouver Native Health Clinic 
in Vancouver, Erinn says that she is 
excited to have the opportunity to use 
the skills she has learned helping at-
risk people in the downtown eastside. 
“Thank you for Gwaii Trust’s continued 
support,” she says.

JASMINE SOLES
Currently enrolled in her fourth and final 

year at Simon Fraser University, Jasmine 
is working towards a Bachelor of Arts 
degree with a major in criminology.  “This 
has allowed me to continue to explore 
both my passion for the communities 
of Haida Gwaii, as well as gain broader 
knowledge in regards to the protection and 
responsible management of our unique 
and captivating natural environment,” 
she says. Her dream of pursuing higher 
education was made possible thanks to 
Continuing Education grants.

CONTINUING EDUCATION GRANTS



GRANT PROJECT NAME ORGANIZATION COMMUNITY
 AMOUNT 
APPROVED 

Art Grant Intermediate Ravenstail Weaving in Gaaw Individual - Leslie Brown Old Massett  $10,000

Art Grant Tluu Carving Project Individual - Jaalen Edenshaw Old Massett  $9,975

Art Grant Children’s Book, “I Am A Kitty” Individual -  Cherie Goetzinger Skidegate  $2,344

Art Grant Cocoon Exhibition Individual - Kathy Pick Queen Charlotte  $1,285

Art Grant
Expressions of Haida Gwaii Nature -  
Terrace Art Gallery

Individual - Maryanne Wettlaufer Masset  $2,116

Art Mentorship  Summer Haida Art Apprenticeship Individual - Raven LeBlanc Skidegate  $3,000

Art Workshop
London International Filmmakers Festival 
Workshop

Individual - Gwaliga Hart Masset  $3,000

Art Workshop Art & Yoga Mentorship & Teacher Training Individual - Kiki van der Heiden Queen Charlotte  $2,865

Art Workshop Comics Camp in Juneau Alaska Individual - Kara Sievewright Queen Charlotte  $1,875

Art Workshop Maiwa Workshop “Garden Dye Pot” Individual - Elizabeth Cardell Queen Charlotte  $910

Art Workshop Tony Clennell Pottery Workshop Individual - Dominic Legault Masset  $2,106

Art Workshop Public Outreach Workshops Individual - Kathy Pick Queen Charlotte  $2,895

Art Workshop  LOOSEN UP! Workshop -  All Island Art Show Haida Gwaii Arts Council Island Wide  $2,045

Art Workshop Drum Making Workshop for Grade 4/5 Class Sk’aadgaa Naay Elementary School Skidegate  $583

Community 
Innovation

Introduction to Post Secondary Thinking Literacy Haida Gwaii Queen Charlotte  $4,565

Community 
Innovation

Professional Certificates for Youth GidGalang Kuuyas Naay Secondary Queen Charlotte  $1,000

Community 
Innovation

Celebrating Healthy Aging and Elders Haida Gwaii Society for Community Peace Masset  $10,000

Community 
Innovation

Mental Health First Aid and Suicide Intervention 
Training

Skidegate Health Centre Skidegate  $9,459

Community 
Innovation

Haida Gwaii Youth Stewardship Program MFLNRO and Rural Development Queen Charlotte  $10,000

Food Security Meals on Wheels & Green House Seeds Skidegate Health Centre Skidegate  $9,000

Food Security Feed the People Food Bank Islands Wellness Society Queen Charlotte  $32,000

Food Security ADP North End Food Bank Adult Day Program Masset Old Massett  $35,000

Food Security Haida Gwaii Local Foods Pantry
Local Foods to School Program and Northern 
Health c/o Masset in Motion 

Island Wide  $44,000

Food Security Feed the Hungry Healthly Communities Masset  $5,000

Food Security Caring and Sharing Noni Lil’s Old Massett  $5,000

Kids Camps Forest Stewardship Program Mount Moresby Adventure Camp Southern Haida Gwaii  $30,000

Major 
Contributions

Sandspit Volunteer Fire Department 2018 
Capital Project

Sandspit Volunteer Fire Department Sandspit  $50,000

Major 
Contributions

Tsunami Evacuation Facility Village of Masset Masset  $50,000

Major 
Contributions

Vessel Acquisition Project Massett Marine Rescue Society Masset  $100,000

Major 
Contributions

Celebrating and Sharing Edge of the Knife Secretariat of the Haida Nation Old Massett  $79,642

Major 
Contributions

Elder Complex and Wellness Centre “Servicing 
and Site Preparation” 

Skidegate Band Council Skidegate  $115,687

Special Project Gwaii Tel Last Mile Upgrades Gwaii Communications Island Wide  $500,000

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICANTS SO FAR IN 2018 



Vibrant 
Communities

Tlell Volunteer Firefighters Association Tlell Volunteer Firefighters Association Tlell  $20,000

Vibrant 
Communities

Gray Bay Road Sandspit Community Society Sandspit  $55,413

Vibrant 
Communities

Sewer Treatment Infrastructure Public Outreach Village of Queen Charlotte Queen Charlotte  $7,000

Youth Grant Outdoor Adventure Chief Matthews School Old Massett  $6,177

Youth Grant Youth Mentorship Program QC Support Services Society Queen Charlotte  $5,000

Youth Grant Comic Book Week Tahayghen Elementary School Masset  $1,500

Youth Grant
Haida Gwaii Recreation Annual Summer 
Program 2018

Haida Gwaii Regional Recreation 
Commission

Masset  $10,000

Youth Grant Stop Plastic Bags Gudangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay Secondary Masset  $3,190

Youth Grant
Involving Youth in Environmental Issues: 
Project Limestone

Laskeek Bay Conservation Society Queen Charlotte  $10,000

Clarkson, Molly  ................................ $750

Cober, Audrey  ................................ $1,500

Sansome, Shelley .............................. $750 

Pilon, Robin  ...............................   $750 

Fregin, Jarrod  ................................ $3,000

Young, Paula  ................................ $3,000

Edgars, Shaun  .............................. $3,000

Russ, Kristina  ............................... $2,250

Froese, Lisa  .................................. $1,500

Marie, Vanessa  ................................ $750

Brown, Robert  ............................... $1,082

MacNeil, Brody  ................................. $750

Shephard, James  .......................... $2,412

Hancock, Lewis  ............................. $3,000

Martynuik, Geoffrey  ....................... $2,910

Borserio, Kye  ................................. $2,250

Brown, Ainsley  ................................. $750 

Garrett, Andrew ............................. $2,388

Ryan-Gagne, Erica  ........................ $1,390

Alsop, Kristi  .................................. $1,390

Cross, Jennifer  .............................. $1,390

Russ, Carla  ................................... $1,390

Gladstone, Patti Gayle  .................. $1,390

Crosby, Fallon  .................................. $926

Specht, Davin ................................ $2,250

Felfoff, Justine  ................................. $750

Hepburn, Alexandra .......................... $750

Harris, Owen  ................................. $1,739

Soles, Jasmine  .............................. $1,472

Cober, Braeden  ............................. $2,861

Romas, Averie ................................ $3,000

Nalleweg, Trisha Sian  ...................... $750

Taggart, Erinn ................................ $1,423

Abbott, Justine ............................... $1,637

Hancock, William  .......................... $3,000

Levirs, Kostan  ............................... $2,517

Ridley, Jasmine  ............................. $2,470

Kehl, Georgia  ................................ $1,566

Dorrington, Megan  ........................ $3,000

Pick, Melinda  ................................ $1,611

Hodgson, Chasz ............................. $2,668

Mlynczak, Kamila  ............................. $836

Fennell, Reina  ............................... $3,000

Grosse, Brittnay  ............................ $1,591

Pattison, Vivian  ............................ $1,895

Richardson-Dudoward, Paige  .........$2,489

Varnell, Paul  ................................. $1,611

Rachar, Devin ................................ $1,700

Stocker, Towustasin   ..................... $3,000

Rumak, Duncan  ............................ $2,193

Walhout, Karen  ................................ $750

Clarkson, Molly  ................................ $690

Riegar, Bill........................................ $750

Frazier, Sabrina  ............................... $750

Hendsbee, Maria  ........................... $1,014 

Altrogge, Brienna  ............................. $913

Brown, Leslie  ................................ $3,000

Schopfer, Claire  ............................ $1,067

Neville, Lucy  ................................. $3,000

Sheppard, Jennifer  ........................... $750

Blais, Harmonie  ............................... $750

MacNeil, Brody  ................................. $750

Gorsse, Brittnay  ............................ $1,390

Munt, Leonard  ................................. $750

Reid, Erin ......................................... $397

Thorgeirson, Samuel  .........................$750

Abbott, Dan  ..................................... $635

Abbott, Randy  .................................. $635

Thorgeirson, John  ............................. $750

Ellison, Chad  ................................... $315

Stevenson, Sarah .............................. $750

Koenig, Anni  ................................. $1,359

Koenig, Susanne  ........................... $1,359

Koenig, Edda  ................................... $724

McDonald, Brian  .............................. $724

Helmer, Daniel  .............................. $1,700

Ackerman, Jordan  ......................... $1,817

Laursen, Celina  ............................... $750

Gauthier, Claire  ............................... $713

Wood, Terry-Lynn  ........................... $1,295

Westbrook, Calvin  ............................ $690

Ashurst, Chris  .................................. $690

Bourassa,Chloe  ............................ $1,938 

Chapman, Jeremy  ......................... $1,295

Richardson, Heidi  ............................ $130

Edgars, Sandra  ................................ $750

Chutter, Keisha  ................................ $553

Paulsen, Selena ................................ $549

Faktor, Amber  .................................. $172

Black, Douglas  ............................. $1,295

Crawford, Stuart  ........................... $1,295

Stevenson, Sarah .............................. $690

Crawford, Joseph  ............................. $750

Newton, Leila  ................................ $1,295

Williams, Vern ................................... $467

Johnson, Barrett ............................... $690

Klee, Bryce  ....................................... $690

Chapman, Jeremy  ............................ $317

Chapman, Jeremy  ............................ $750

Penner, Terri-Lynne  .......................... $593

Houston, Charlotte  ........................... $690

Olson, Winona  .................................. $418

Ryan-Gagne, Erica  ........................... $537

Lech, Gabriela  .............................. $1,500 

Pigeon, Jennifer  ............................... $750

Wood, Terry-Lynn  .............................. $317 

Pearson, Darcy  .............................. $1,385 

Rioux, Myriam  .................................. $317

Camire, Collin  .................................. $455

Rigg, Janet ....................................... $650

Crosby, Fallon  .................................. $695 

Gladstone, Patti Gayle  ..................... $347

Morgan, Sandra  ............................... $158 

Johnston, Bret  .................................. $315

Sinkins, Allison  ............................. $1,500

Brown, Khataya  ............................ $3,000

Bull, Christina  .............................. $2,250

Cross, Jennifer  ................................. $158

Froese, Lisa  ..................................... $750

Cameron, Rachel  .......................... $3,000

Collison, Vincent  .............................. $204

Price, Robert  .................................... $750

Price, Robert  .................................... $459 

Smith, Allison  .................................. $649

Marra, Caterina  ............................... $600

Dysart, Jen  ....................................... $646

Soles, Jasmine  .............................. $1,500

Williams, Skye  ................................. $750

Clarkson, Molly  ................................ $157

Larocque, Kimberly  ....................... $3,000 

Hendsbee, Maria  .............................. $559

Munt, Leonard  ................................. $750

Beaton, Laura  ............................... $3,000

Bellis, Ebony  .................................... $639

Richardson, Pamela ....................... $3,750

Sawyer, Shyanna  ........................... $1,807

Hill, Leticia  ...................................... $750

Alsop, Jason   .................................... $646

Nychyporuk, Jack  .......................... $3,750

Finnie, Sarah ................................. $1,500

Camire, Ravi  ................................. $1,762

Murphy, Traci .................................... $283

Williams, Skye  ................................. $258

SUCCESSFUL CONTINUING EDUCATION GRANT APPLICANTS SO FAR FOR 2018 



YOUTH-CENTERED 
COMMUNITIES GRANT
NEW GRANT PUTS $60,000 TOWARDS 
YOUTH-CENTERED ACTIVITIES IN EACH 
COMMUNITY

ARTS GRANT
September 1, 2018 at 4 pm

November 1, 2018 at 4 pm

(Arts Workshop and Mentorship grants are open year-round)

YOUTH GRANT
October 15, 2018 at 4 pm

MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS GRANT
Next call January 2019

OPEN CALL (YEAR ROUND)
Travel Assistance Grant

Continuing Education Grant

Arts Workshop and Mentorship Grant

Community Innovation Grant

Vibrant Haida Gwaii Communities

Note: all funding is available until annual budgets are exhausted. 
For more information or to apply online, contact our office or visit 
www.gwaiitrust.com/grants

UPCOMING APPLICATION 
DEADLINES

FUND BALANCES
As of June 30, 2018

GWAII TRUST SOCIETY
$88,294,518 - up 2.575% year-to-date

ATHLII GWAII LEGACY TRUST
$47,312,851 - up 2.761% year-to-date

Our newest grant is the Youth-Centered Communities Grant, which just 
awarded a total of $60,000 to islands communities for equipment and 
programs that will directly benefit young people. The Gwaii Trust Board 
identified the need for this new grant, based on a gap they saw in the 
communities, but we are pleased that Youth Board members took the initiative 
to develop and implement the guidelines for it.

The grant makes $10,000 available every year to each of the Gwaii Trust 
communities, with the aim of providing a predictable source of revenue for 
youth centres and youth activities on Haida Gwaii. Unlike some of our other 
grants, there is no requirement for matching funds, and core funding is 
eligible. Full details about this grant and how to apply are available on our 
website – we’ll be accepting another intake of applications before next April. 
Our Youth Board makes the decisions about which applications should be 
funded, and their recommendations then to go our board for formal approval. 
We’re happy to announce this year’s successful applicants:

• Gundangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay high school is receiving $10,000 to build a 
climbing wall in the school gym, resulting in opportunities for students and 
community members to participate in a fun activity that also develops their 
muscle strength, endurance and mental focus. The wall should be installed 
and ready to climb by May 2019.

• The Old Massett Youth Centre is receiving $10,000 for a youth mentorship 
program. The program will allow the centre to hire one senior youth worker 
and two junior youth workers this summer, who will be mentored in running 
programming for youth at the centre, in the community hall, and outdoors. 
The workers will gain skills and experience, increasing their employability.

• The Sandspit Recreation Committee is receiving $10,000 for new sports 
equipment. The new equipment will replace well-used badminton nets, 
badminton racquets, gymnastics mats and outdoor soccer nets – some of 
which are 30 to 40 years old. There is no youth centre in Sandspit, but rec 
committee volunteers offer youth programs at the school gym and field after 
school 10 months a year, and the equipment is heavily used.

• The Skidegate Youth Centre is receiving $10,000 to help pay wages for two 
Peer2Peer support staff workers, who are specially trained and can offer 
direct support to teens going through challenging life experiences. The 
workers also organize and run the youth centre’s weekly Friday Teen Nights.

• Port Clements Elementary School is receiving $10,000 for new outdoor 
playground equipment that will encourage climbing and creative play.

• Village of Queen Charlotte is receiving $10,000 towards wages for the 
village’s Youth Centre Coordinator. The Queen Charlotte Youth Centre 
is now open five days a week, with approximately 10 to 15 
youth attending each day.
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