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PRESS RELEASE March 7th, 2024 

Athlii Gwaii Legacy Trust Act Ushers in Economic Opportuni�es for Haida Gwaii 

The Gwaii Trust Society is thrilled to announce a significant milestone in the journey towards 
economic revitaliza�on for Haida Gwaii. A�er a decade of advocacy and nego�a�ons, 
legisla�on was tabled today that will inject addi�onal funding into the local economy, paving 
the way for a brighter future. 

Introduced into legisla�on today, the Athlii Gwaii Legacy Trust Act facilitates the transfer of 
the Athlii Gwaii funds to the Gwaii Trust Society, unlocking opportuni�es for economic 
development, job crea�on and sustainability. Originally established in 2007 by the 
Government of Bri�sh Columbia as a charitable trust with remnants from the South Moresby 
Forest Replacement Account, the Athlii Gwaii Legacy Trust, now valued at 60 million dollars, 
has long been inaccessible due to administra�ve hurdles. 

Since 2014, trustees have �relessly engaged with both provincial and federal governments to 
find a solu�on, ensuring that these funds can finally be accessed to benefit the communi�es 
of Haida Gwaii. Once the legisla�on passes, while Athlii Gwaii will be amalgamated into Gwaii 
Trust, the funds will be tracked separately and allocated towards specific purposes: 
environmental restora�on, renewable energy, and economic revitaliza�on. 

The Gwaii Trust extends hear�elt gra�tude to all those who have contributed to this endeavor 
over the years. A special Haawa is extended to the communi�es and residents of Haida Gwaii 
for their steadfast support, advocacy, and pa�ence throughout this process. 

Chair of the Gwaii Trust Society, Huux̱ Percy Crosby, states, " With the capital from Athlii 
Gwaii Legacy Trust finally coming home to the Gwaii Trust, we can continue the work of 
restoring the land, building our communities, and pursuing a path that is shaping a positive 
future for Haida Gwaii. The opportunities that this fund can initiate will begin to make an 
impact today, laying the foundation for a sustainable and thriving community that echoes 
through the generations to come”.  

For more informa�on about the Gwaii Trust Society and its ini�a�ves, please visit 
www.gwaiitrust.com.  
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